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MR. McALISTER: This is Kevin McAlister from 
the Bureau of Administration. It is October 2nd at 
2:03 p.m. We're in conference room 8E13 at Fire 
Department Headquarters, and in a moment we will begin 


interviewing Paramedic Manuel Delgado. I'm here today 


with... 

FIRE MARSHAL CAMPBELL: Patrick Campbell, 
Fire Marshal. 

FIRE MARSHAL STARACE: Michael Starace, Fire 
Marshal. 


MR. McALISTER: Now we'll start with 
Paramedic Manuel Delgado. He's assigned to the Office 
of Medical Affairs. 

Q. Drawing your attention to September the 11th, 
could you describe where you were working that day and 
when you became aware of the World Trade Center 
incident? 

A. It must have been about five to 9:00. | got 
a call from Joe Farrell, who is a DOH rep from the 
Bureau of Emergency Services, the Department of Health, 
calling me saying what's going on at the World Trade 
Center? | had no knowledge of it. | looked 
immediately to the CAD, the computer-aided dispatch 


system, in the computer. | noticed that there was a 
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1040, a plane into the World Trade Center. | called 
him back and advised him of such. 

At this point, one of the doctors that was 
here, Dr. Cherson, | advised him of the fact that there 
was a 1040 going on and maybe, you know, it's part of 
our response matrix. 

Q. What's a 1040? 
A. An airplane into a building. 

So | called Commissioner Clair, who at that 
time was up in Albany in a CMAC meeting, let him know 
what was going on, and | told him | would get back to 
him as soon as | got to the scene. Myself, 

Dr. Cherson, and we met up with Dr. Guttenberg, who is 
the EMS fellow in the office downstairs, us three 
proceeded to get in Dr. Cherson's car and drove across 
the Brooklyn Bridge. 

Obviously, when we were driving across the 
Brooklyn Bridge, it was very obvious that there was 
something serious going on at the World Trade Center. 
There was a gaping black hole. It seemed like the 
upper floors, and | don't know exactly -- now | know 
through press reports what floor more or less was hit, 
but it looked to me like the top ten floors were fully 


engulfed in smoke at this time. 
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Q. How many of the towers were burning; one or 
two? 
A. One. Only one at this time. 

So we went across the Brooklyn Bridge, had a 
little trouble navigating through the traffic, and 
finally arrived at the corner of | believe it's West 
Broadway. Let me look on this map real quick. West 
Broadway and Vesey. 

As soon as we arrived, 84, a massive 
explosion goes off, and at this point we didn't know 
what it was. We thought it was a secondary explosion. 
We didn't know that it was a second plane. In fact, | 
didn't know there was a second plane until much later 
in the evening. 

An explosion goes off. | immediately tell 
everyone to get out of the car and hide somewhere, go 
underneath something. It's interesting because, as we 
were there, there was a police car, | guess, on Vesey, 
on the corner there, and some debris comes down from 
whatever this explosion was, at the time we really 
didn't know, and it just crushes it, | mean, crushes 
the top front of the police car, which really scared me 
at that point. 


Q. Could you tell if it was airplane parts? 
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A. It looked like an airplane part afterward, 
yes, it did. It looked like part of an engine. It was 
pretty big. It was probably the size of the hood 
because it kind of hit it, bounced, and then rolled 
off. 

So then at that point we were approached by a 
police officer holding one of his cops with a massive 
evulsion of the forehead. | need the car, | need the 
car. 

Q. What does that mean in layman's terms? 

A. An evulsion is the scalp sort of like was 
peeled back. So there was some heavy bleeding. It was 
worse actually than the injury. She still had her 
consciousness. He says, | need the car, | need the 
car. 

So Dr. Cherson proceeded to West Street to 
the temporary command center at that time. Me, the cop 
and the cop who was injured and Dr. Guttenberg got into 
the car and drove this cop that was injured down to 
Beekman. We drove the cop to Beekman, dropped her 
off. At that point people were being mobilized at the 
hospital itself. 

Dr. Guttenberg and myself then jumped back in 


the car and went back to the site. 
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Q. When you say you went back to the site, where 
exactly did you go at that point? 
A. Well, we couldn't get back to where we were 

on Vesey and West Broadway, so we ended up on -- now, 
let me look on the map here. Up further. Broadway 
itself, Broadway between, | would say, Fulton and Ann 
Street, | guess it is. Fulton and Ann, yes. We kind 
of left the car there in the middle of the street and 
proceeded to walk down to the West Street command, 
which was a command post at this time. 

When | got back to the command post, | was 
able to secure -- because everyone's cell phones seemed 
to be dead at that point. Luckily, one of the 
lieutenants there handed me a cell phone. | was able 
to call Commissioner Clair, who was still in Albany, 
telling him at this point we had a very, very serious 
incident going on, and that | don't know how he and the 
other physicians who were up there could get themselves 
down here as quickly as possible because this was a 
major terrorist attack. So he told me that basically 
the state police were securing a chopper for him and 
the other two physicians to fly them down. That was my 
last communication with him. 


So we were at West command for a while. 
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Dr. Cherson moved forward to | believe it was in 
another command post. | don't know what building this 
was. At this point it becomes really crazy. 

Q. Can | ask you a detail question before you 
get there? 

A. Yes. 

Q. The West command, | see it located here on 
the map roughly at the corner of -- what is that, Vesey 
and West? 

A. Yes. That looks look Vesey and West, | 
guess? 

Q. Yes. That's the north bridge, | think? 

A. Right. We were just in front of the north 
bridge. 

Q. Could you describe, were you on the east side 
of West Street, the west side? 

A. \We were on the west -- well, no. | would say 
the east side of West Street. | guess, on the middle, 
there's like a barrier here, sort of like a potted, 
planted barrier before you get to the financial 
district area. So we were all standing there. The 
vehicles or the staging, which is the area where the 
ambulance was set up, was back here on West Street. 


Q. Who was with you at that point in time? 
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A. Atthat point, Dr. Cherson was with me. | 
saw Commissioner Drury showed up at the scene. He was 
with us there for a little while. He was looking for 
Commissioner Gregory. Captain Jace Pinkus from 
Communications was there and an assorted amount of EMS 
Lieutenants and Fire Operations people were around. | 
remember at one point seeing the Mayor. | saw 
Commissioner Von Essen. Really, at that point, | 
really lose sight of what was going on because there 
was an horrific site. | mean, people were starting to 
jump or fall from the top. 

Q. You were able to observe that? 

A. Yes, definitely. We saw them jumping from 
here down and that was really horrific. There was 
nothing you could do for them. We wanted to go in 
after them and they basically told us don't because 
it's very dangerous at this point. 

Somewhere along the line Dr. Cherson was told 
that -- and | don't know who relayed this information 
to him. | guess it's Vesey command, but actually it 
was on Church between -- | was closer to Cortlandt and 
| don't know what street this is. Dey Street? 

Q. Dey Street. 


A. Actually, that's where the command post was, 
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a triage command, and we were told that they were 
getting hammered. So what happened was that myself -- 

Q. That was a staging point for medics and EMTs? 

A. Yes, right. Exactly. That's where mainly 
all the medics and EMTs were starting to treat people 
as they were exiting the building. So myself -- well, 
first, before that, Dr. Cherson tells Dr. Guttenberg to 
go back to the car and get the weapons of mass 
destruction kit, which is basically the TUPAM, the 
atropine and the narcotics that we carry in case of a 
biological incident. That's what immediately we 
started thinking. So Dr. Guttenberg goes back to the 
car. 

At this point, also, at the north bridge, we 
ran into Dr. Asaeda, who got down there on his own 
response. So Dr. Asaeda was going to set up a command 
over in the lobby of OEM. What building is that, 7? 
Tower 7? 

Q. 7 World Trade Center. 

A. 7 World Trade Center. So Dr. Guttenberg and 
Dr. Asaeda were to set up their command -- there were 
already some medics and EMTs in the lobby of 7 World 
Trade Center. So they were going to set up their own 


triage and command center there. Dr. Cherson and 
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myself then walked back to the Vesey command. But at 
this point it wasn't right on Fulton. | remember 
Cortlandt more than | do Fulton, although it might have 
been. | don't know. | remember the opening of the 
building and seeing the north tower right in front of 
me. That | remember very clearly. 
We were getting hammered with patients. At 

one point we wanted to move forward and again we were 
told do not. Dr. Cherson made it very clear, don't go 
any more forward because of the bodies and everything 
else that's coming down. 

Q. So now, just stopping you at that point, both 
of the towers are still standing? 

A. Both of the towers are still standing, yes. 

Q. You're looking basically straight at the 
north tower? 

A. Right. 

Q. You're looking across the plaza of the World 
Trade Center? 

A. Yes, right, and people are exiting this way 
in droves. | mean, there was just a stream of people 
running, running, running, and basically at this point 
our triage was, if you're walking, keep walking, and if 


people are being carried or people were falling, we 
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would move forward, and we moved forward as much as in 
between towers | believe this was 4 and 5, buildings 4 
and 5. 

Q. That's right. 

A. | know we went in there and helped some 
people come out, some lady, who she ended up in the 
pictures, in a red dress, who was extremely burnt. 
There was another guy who had to have second and third 
degrees over about 80 percent of his body, and he was 
carried out halfway and | guess collapsed or someone 
dropped him and just ran. We picked him up and started 
bringing him out. 

At this point we were getting an influx of 

equipment, LSU unit, like the logistical support units 
who carry the oxygen and all that stuff. They were 
coming into the area to give us oxygen, to give us 
blankets, and then units were also coming in. But we 
were getting inundated with patients. We had more 
patients than we had ambulances. We were stuffing four 
and five people in an ambulance at this point. | mean, 
it was just to get people out of there with minimal 
treatment. There was nothing you could do. 

Q. At that point in time, did you see anybody 


you knew either from the fire or the EMS side working 


12 
M. DELGADO 


the ambulances? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Who did you see? 

A. Quite a few people. There was Carlos Lillo, 
who | later found out he's deceased. 

Q. Where did you last see Carlos? 

A. Carlos was with me and it's interesting 
because Carlos always had a smile on his face, and 
Carlos has been around for a while, and | remember at 
one point on Church we had like four or five 
critically, critically ill people who were laid out and 
there were people still streaming out, and this is 
after, where we're moving back and forth trying to get 
people in and out, | remember turning and seeing Carlos 
with his helmet and tears pouring down his eyes, and at 
first | thought maybe this guy is overwhelmed, maybe he 
needs to get out of here, you know? | go to him, 
Carlos, what's the matter? What's going on? He says, 
my wife's in there. | said, listen, man. This is 
God's will. You've got to help me with the people. 
Snap out of it. We've got a lot of patients. You've 
got to help me here. So he does and he begins to do 
what he has to do, which is to help me treat people and 


start sorting who is bad and who isn't. 
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Now, time, | have no idea, time factor here. 
| don't know what is five minutes, what is two minutes, 
what took ten minutes. | know that a Lieutenant showed 
up with the LSU unit, again, and says, | need help 
getting oxygen out of the back of this vehicle. | 
remember seeing oxygen tanks in a milk crate. 

By the way, the other people who were here 
were Lieutenant Bruce Medjuck, who is from the EMS 
operations, Captain Janice Olszewski. | remember 
seeing -- Dr. Cherson was there with me. | lose track 
of who was there really. | mean, | remember Lillo 
because it sort of stuck out in my mind that this man 
was crying so hard and like it kind of -- he was out of 
place because | was wondering for a slight moment, | 
said, what's he doing here? He's a Queens unit. But 
at this point | figured everyone was being brought in 
and who knows what the heck is going on. 

Q. Did you lose track of him then or did you see 
him? 

A. Well, it's interesting because | didn't lose 
track of him because | was concerned. | was concerned 
of the fact that he was overwhelmed, | think, by the 
fact that his wife was in the building. 


Oh, you know who else | saw there? Gabe 
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Depena. 

Q. Delapena? 

A. Delapena, yes. | saw him also there because 
at one point he goes, Manny, Manny, what's going on? 
He's another one that was searching for his wife 
because | believe his wife was in the tower. 

Q._ | think that's right. 

A. Yes. But | tried to keep my eye on Carlos as 
much as | can. I'm dealing with the people that are 
coming out. There's some other people there that | 
don't really know their name. | know their faces. A 
black gentleman that works down for operations also. 
In fact, there's a picture of them both treating that 
lady that I'm talking about with the red dress in one 
of the Time magazines that | forgot his name. It will 
come to me in a minute. But anyway, we're treating. 

| remember at one point or another this 
Lieutenant coming in and asking for help to get the 
oxygen out of the vehicle. | go to help him, and at 
that point | remember not seeing Carlos, and | don't 
know if he was there or not there. But immediately 
once | put the oxygen down, | hear the rumble, and | 
heard a rumble that we thought was another plane. 


That's what immediately everyone said, there's a plane 
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coming, there's another plane coming. 

So we all looked up and what we saw was 
tower, | guess, 2, the south tower, begin to do this. 
The top kind of did this and there was a horrendous 
rumble. 

Q. Now, your hand is showing that it's kind of 
tilted in one direction. What direction did it tilt? 

A. It was tilting towards us, so it had been to 
be tilting eastward. 

Q. East? 

A. Maybe southeast. I'm not sure because at 
this point it's total pandemonium. At that point we 
hear the rumble and, you know, this is it. | figure 
I'm dead. | thought this tower was going to topple. 
So | start to run. | remember running -- | don't know 
which way | ran. | don't even know what street | ended 
up on to be very honest with you. | ran -- it must 
have been either this or Fulton. One of these two. 

Q. Dey Street or Fulton Street? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you know if there was a church next to 
you? 

A. | don't know. | know there were stores up 


the block. So | start to run -- 
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Q. So you definitely headed east; you're just 
not sure down what street? 

A. Yes. | didn't want to go west. | figured 
let me go east. There's a subway station somewhere 
here, so it may have been Fulton maybe? 

Q. Yes, it was. It's a major station there. 

A. | remember seeing that and | remember saying 
I'm not going down there because | don't want to be 
suffocated, | don't want to be suffocated. But as | 
ran, | got knocked down by it seemed like even someone 
punched me in the back, like a blast it seemed. It 
just kind of picked me up and knocked me down. | 
scraped my elbow, | twisted my ankle, my pants got all 
ripped, my glasses got blown off and the helmet came 
off. | get up quickly and all | can see now is just -- 
it had to be on Fulton -- the blast, this dark cloud 
coming at us, at me anyway, because | don't even know 
who's around me at this point. You kind of lose all -- 
| lost all track of time. | lost basically all body 
movements and | was going on, and then we're engulfed 
in the smoke, which was horrendous. 

One thing | remember, it was hot. The smoke 
was hot and that scared me. I've treated in 18 years 


many, many people with smoke inhalation, and | know the 
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consequences of inhaling heat. So | got really 
scared. | tried to put my T-shirt over me. That 

didn't work. | couldn't see because my glasses were 
shot. | couldn't see because my eyes were irritated. 
Like one guy said, it was like breathing cotton balls, 
that's what it felt like, because your mouth was just 
full of this shit and your nose, everywhere. I'm 
running -- not running because I'm walking now. I'm 
afraid. I'm thinking in my mind I'm going to die of 
suffocation or somebody's going to run me over, because 
you couldn't see your hand in front of you. That's how 
dark it got. | walked into one or two poles. 

Then out of -- | don't know. It was God's 
miracle, basically. | don't even know how | ended up 
there. | was on the corner and, as | was telling them 
just before you walked in, | heard a banging and | 
walked towards the banging and there was, as later | 
found out, it was a Fire Marshal and a cop, a detective 
in plainclothes, who were banging, trying to break the 
door down in one of these computer stores on the corner 
there. 

Q. Do you know the marshal's name? 
A. No. He did take our names down, so he should 


have a record of it. | haven't been able to find out 
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who he is. So they're banging on the door, and | 
remember telling the cop, you know, you have a fucking 


gun, you have a fucking gun, use it, use it, we're 


Q. Sure. 

A. That's exactly what he does. In between his 
coughing, he takes out his gun and the first bullet 
doesn't break it. Second one, the glass comes down. 
It must have been a thick glass. We were able to get 
inside. 

Q. So he fired off two shots? 

A. Two shots, yes. Then inside there's, | 
guess, like a gate, sort of like the gate that we have 
downstairs in that store, an inside gate. So we see 
that and we're like, oh, shit. So, finally, us three, 
we hold it up and we let the civilians get underneath. 
| think there were one or two of them. There weren't a 
whole lot of them. Or maybe three. I'm not even sure 
at this point. They go under and we hold it for each 
other and we go under and we go into the store. We 
walk up some escalators to the second floor, which 
looked to be like a computer store. We started looking 


for water or anything to wet ourselves to clean off our 
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faces because we're all coughing and hacking. We find 
a water fountain and we all basically drink from that 
and wait for the smoke to clear a bit. 

Q. Is the smoke in the building, though? 

A. Yes. And the smoke alarms are going off and 
who knows what else is going off. There's smoke but 
it's not that bad, though, so you could see. It's a 
haze. It's sort of like when you're in a club and you 
see the haze, you know, it's hazy, it's not necessarily 
black, pitch, acrid smoke that was outside. | would 
say about five or six, Seven minutes go by while we're 
inside. It seemed like an eternity, you know what | 
mean? So we told the civilians, look, just head 
towards the water. Leave. Get out of the store. Go 
towards the water and keep walking. Just keep 
walking. Don't go this way. 

The three of us proceed -- and | don't even 
know what street itis. | think it was Fulton. It 
might have been Dey Street. | don't even know what 
street it was. We start heading back. | believe the 
store was probably on Broadway. | think | made it that 
far up. I'm not even sure, though. It had to be 
because it couldn't have been on Church. 


Q. It wasn't J & R was it? 
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A. No. | know where J & R is over by City 
Hall. No, | wasn't that far. It had to be around 
Broadway. So | remember we go outside and | lose track 
of where they went and | start heading down | guess 
it's Fulton Street and | heard the rumble again. So 
now it's the second tower coming down. 

Q. Now, just prior to that, had the air cleared 
outside? 

A. Yes. lt had cleared to the point where you 
could see. It was still smoky. There was still a 
heavy smoke condition in the area and dust, | mean, and 
papers and debris and God knows what else was in the 
air. But it looks even like snow sometimes because 
that's kind of coming down from everywhere. 

Q. Were there any people out on the street at 
that point? 

A. There were people walking around, yes, in a 
daze. It looked like a moon landscape really. The 
lights were on, cars were driving by, and then more 
dust would be kicked up. | remember walking down and 
then | heard the second rumble, and | don't even know 
where it was now. I'm not even sure if | went back to 
Church or what. But we heard the second rumble, turned 


right around and started running again and went -- and 
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| remember just going -- | don't even know what 
street. Now that | look at this map, | don't know what 
street | was at to be honest with you. | don't know if 
| got back to Broadway or -- | know | ran backwards, 
not backwards, but | turned around and started running 
back up again and went into there was this liquor 
store -- not a liquor store. It was a clothing store 
and there were some people in there already, and | got 
in there, and there was also, | believe, another Fire 
Marshal in that store. | don't who he was. | think he 
was a Fire Marshal. I'm not sure because he wasn't a 
cop. We were able to use the phone in there to try to 
call out, but whoever | was calling, | was trying to 
call some of my people but their cell phones weren't 
working. That was it. 

Then, at that point, five, fifteen minutes 
went by, | guess, before the smoke cleared again. 
There were very few people in the street at this 
point. | ended up on | guess it must be Fulton over by 
Beekman Hospital. There's a little triangular square. 
It's not even a park. It's like a little square. | 
ended up there and | ended up running into 
Dr. Cherson. That's the first time | saw him since the 


incident went down. Then we ran into Bruce Medjuck, 
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Lieutenant Medjuck, and Bruce had a radio, because 
Alan's radio was blown off of his pocket or whatever 
and | don't know where it went, and he told us that we 
were assembling down at the ferry. That was going to 
be the main place to try to get people treated there 
because we weren't going to get around to West Street 
or to Chambers Street where they were trying to set up 
another command post because both buildings at this 
point were down. 

So that's what we did. We walked -- | don't 
know where we walked, but we walked downtown all the 
way to the ferry terminal, and at that point Chief 
Basile was there with his aide and some other people 
were there and we started to get ready for mass 
casualties to see how many people were coming and who 
we could try to help. But there were no patients. 
Nobody was coming. 

Q. Nota single patient came to the ferry 
terminal? 

A. A few scratches, bumps, bruises, people who 
had already left the building way before, some people 
with some difficulty breathing, one guy with a broken 
ankle, another one with some trauma to the chest, but 


nothing life threatening, that was the big thing. 
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Nothing gory. | mean, they were walking wounded for 
the most part, and that's all we treated. 

So a bunch of physicians came from 
surrounding hospitals, nurses. We got all our 
resources together, established a critical and a 
noncritical area, and that was it. 

Q. How long was that area set up? 

A. Well, from the time we got there, they had 
already started to move the benches to cordon off the 
area, and | guess within 20 to 30 minutes the site was 
set up to accept critical and noncritical. Then our 
resources started coming in more rapidly, so we were 
able to get a lot more stuff like extra equipment, 
blankets, cots. So we had about 20 or 30 critical 
areas to treat and Dr. Cherson at that point was the 
Chief medical officer there and started assigning 
physicians and nurses who were there and medics to 
certain areas. Then at the street level we had a 
staging area where the ambulances were being mustered 
and somebody was taking care of that area. | don't 
know who he was, some Lieutenant. But nothing ever 
came. 

Q. How long did you stay there? 


A. We stayed there until about, | guess, 4:00 


24 
M. DELGADO 


o'clock, and later on | found out this happened about 
10:00, | guess, when this thing collapsed. It must 
have been about 10:00. 
Q. Roughly, yes. 
A. So it must have been about 4:00 o'clock. 
What we did is we found out that they were setting up a 
command post on Chambers and West. So we said let's go 
back and try to find Dr. Cherson's car, see if it's 
still viable, which we did. We went back to Broadway 
where it was between Fulton and Dey. Is that Dey 
Street or whatever it is? There it was in the middle 
of the street. Amongst all the dirt and everything 
else that was there, the car was there. It was full of 
dust on the inside. We ended up driving to Battalion 8 
first to wash it off and try to clean off some of the 
dirt and dust that was all caked onto the vehicle, and 
then we went to Chambers and West, where the command 
post was Set up, stood there for a little while, and 
then building 7 collapsed. 

We were very far and at this point | remember 
being there and they said it's collapsing and | didn't 
even give a shit anymore because, first of all, | was 
far enough away from it that | kind of knew it's not 


going to freaking hurt me and, really, | don't know if 
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| was just in a mood that | just didn't give a shit or 
| felt kind of safe. People started running back and | 
was just... 

At this point my leg started to hurt me, 
which is interesting. All through the day it didn't 
hurt me. But | started feeling a tinge in my ankle. 

So building 7 came down, the OEM building, 
and then they moved back forward and the command post 
was set up and we started hearing of the casualties. 
That was sad. That was sad because a lot of my friends 
are dead. Alot of them. On both sides. And that's a 
shame. That's ashame. But basically that was it. 

I'd say about 9:30 at night, | hitched a ride 
with some vehicle that was coming to Brooklyn and they 
dropped me off on Tillary and Flatbush and | hobbled in 
here. They gave me clothes and stuff and told me to 
take a shower and that was it. | came back to work the 
next day, still not understanding, still not really -- 
which was interesting because, when | got home that 
night, | got to see the incident. | lived it, but | 
had never seen it, because | had never seen the planes 
hit or anything. We thought they were bombs going 
off. We didn't know. We were being told later on that 


the Sears Tower was hit and the Pentagon, and you hear 
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all this shit, but you don't know. Actually, when | 
got home that night, that's when | got to see the 
actual footage of the plane hitting. It was 
horrendous. More so when this thing collapsed. That 
noise? | can never forget it. And the people jumping, 
the people hitting. | mean, 18 years I've been a medic 
in this city. I've been through two plane crashes. | 
have never seen the destruction. 

Another thing I've got to tell you is, when 
we first got there, when we were walking down Vesey 
towards West, there was a ton of -- or | could say a 
lot of body parts and like baggage, clothes and stuff, 
along Vesey. 

Q. From one of the airplanes. 

A. Yes, from one of the airplanes. | don't know 
if it was the first or the second because this was 
after the second one had hit. So it could have been 
from either one. But | remember walking -- 

Q. Where was it, though? On Vesey? 

A. Right in front of the OEM, because on the OEM 
building side there was a scaffolding and | remember | 
was walking underneath there. We kind of felt that 
there was some protection underneath the scaffolding. 


| remember as we were walking down, after we had 
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dropped that person off, when we were walking down 
Vesey, | remember probably between -- what's this? 

Q. Church? 

A. No. Probably between Broadway and West, | 
remember seeing body parts. 

Q. That's West Broadway. 

A. Yes, West Broadway and West on Vesey. | 
remember seeing body parts and | remember saying to 
myself where the hell did these freaking body parts 
come from? Where are these coming from? There was a 
few. | mean, some recognizable, some that didn't look 
-- like they were probably charred, and also like 
luggage stuff, like we saw a lot of shoes, even some 
luggage, airplane parts, engine. There was an engine 
on the left here. If you remember, building 7, there 
used to be that overpass over by building 7. Just in 
front of it. 

Q. The concourse. 

A. Just up before that, there was like a little 
plaza? 

Q. Right. 

A. Right there, there was like a big engine 
part. It seemed like a whole engine was right there, 


lying right there in the middle of the street. 
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Q. Covered like the way the jet looks? 

A. Yes. Infact, you could see the fan. | 
remember that because | could see -- now, it wasn't the 
whole engine because the engine is big, but | know the 
front part of it, it looked like the whole engine 
because | could see the fan, and that's what stood out 
in my mind. There was an airplane tire also there and 
then these bodies and luggage from the thing because 
there were shoes everywhere also. Some shoes had what 
looked like blood in it, other shoes didn't, other 
shoes were burnt, and this was just a first 
impression. 

| guess the severity of this whole incident 
kind of struck me as | was walking to West Street. | 
knew that this was a serious, very serious event going 
on, because in my lifetime | have never seen that much 
destruction, that much carnage. Never. Never in my 
life have | seen something like that. Everything from 
bombings that I've been to, to airplane crashes at 
LaGuardia, I've never seen something to this magnitude, 
and it kind of woke you up to Say the least. 
Then over here people, you know, the guys 

were going into the building. | mean, it was 


horrible. It really was. It really was. And that was 
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it. I'm here today because | think the grace of God. 
eC 

a few patients who | wish | could have carried away, 

but you didn't have time. You didn't have time to 

think. | don't know where Lillo went. | don't know if 

he went this way or he went that way. Where did he 

go? | don't know. It's interesting because, of the 

seven or eight people who were there at this location, 

none of us ended up in the same place. It's sort of 

like roaches and you turn the light on, you know what | 

mean? Everyone scattered. Wherever you Saw or you 

thought there was an opening, that's where you went. 

Obviously, no one went towards the building, but we all 

scattered in different directions. 

We eventually ended up meeting after the 

second explosion, three of us met up here, but | didn't 

see a lot of the people that were with me until two, 

three days later. | got word that they were okay. For 

instance, Dr. Guttenberg and Dr. Asaeda, who were at 7 

World Trade Center, they got trapped in there and had 

to like climb in and out and get out because that 

building also became very damaged supposedly and they 

were there. We thought they were dead. | guess he was 


in an area where Commissioner Tierney might have been, 
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| believe. | think she was in 7 also. 
So it's just the grace of God. | mean, there 

was a tremendous loss, but | think that more people 
survived than really should have to be honest with you 
with the destruction that occurred there. | mean, you 
guys have been to collapses. You know what I'm talking 
about. You have a three-story building collapse, you 
know the destruction that occurs there. Magnitude that 
now by a hundred freaking stories coming down on your 
head. 

Q. And by two. 

A. Yes. And two of them. So it was the grace 
of God that any of us that are alive are here, truly it 
is, because it just should not have been. Luckily and 
unluckily, | guess, the building pancaked. But if that 
building toppled, there ain't no way. It took less 
than ten seconds for that blast of air to knock me down 
because | remember saying to myself, | got ten seconds 
to hide, thinking that | may have that long. | don't 
know why it came into my mind, ten seconds, but | 
figured | got ten seconds, and | could only maybe have 
run 50, 60 yards in that time period, and it just 
knocked me over. 


Q. Just the force of the air? 
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A. Yes. It just knocked me over and just threw 
me, and that was it. | thought that something had hit 
me. | thought like a piece of metal or something had 
hit me, and there was no metal, because when | turned 
around, | saw the blast of black air coming at us, at 
me anyway, and that was it. That's it. That's the 
story. 

MR. McALISTER: Do you guys have any 
follow-ups? 

FIRE MARSHAL CAMPBELL: No. 

FIRE MARSHAL STARACE: No follow-up for me 
either. 

MR. McALISTER: | appreciate your time. 

THE WITNESS: Sure. 

MR. McALISTER: Thank you very much. 

THE WITNESS: No problem. Thank you. 

MR. McALISTER: It's now 2:35 p.m. and we're 


going to conclude the interview. 


